University of South Florida

Scholar Commons
Newspaper collection

The Weekly Challenger

2016-03-17

The Weekly Challenger : 2016 : 03 : 17
The Weekly Challenger, et al

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarcommons.usf.edu/challenger

Recommended Citation
The Weekly Challenger, et al, "The Weekly Challenger : 2016 : 03 : 17" (2016). Newspaper collection. 375.
https://scholarcommons.usf.edu/challenger/375

This is brought to you for free and open access by the The Weekly Challenger at Scholar Commons. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Newspaper collection by an authorized administrator of Scholar Commons. For more
information, please contact scholarcommons@usf.edu.

2 COMMUNITY: New executive director

3 COMMUNITY: Edible Peace Patch

4 COMMUNITY: Blessing others

7 COMMUNITY: FAMU news

The Weekly Challenger











Log on to TheWeeklyChallenger.com
For Sports, Money Tips, Beyond the Bay, Recipes and much more!

Art on the
Deuces

SPC
Summer
Enrichment
Program

BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

BY FRANK DROUZAS

The Nursing Home Ministry at Mt. Zion Progressive held their annual
luncheon Sat., March 12 for four nursing homes.

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG — St.
Petersburg College (SPC) is
now accepting applications
for its 2016 Cecil B. Keene
Summer Enrichment Program (SEP), which seeks to
assist community students
to be successful in high
school, college and beyond.
“We have this year a twotier program,” explained La
Crecia Wright, coordinator
of the program, adding that
up to half of the 30 accepted
applicants will be in 8 to 10th
grades, while the rest will be
in the 11th grader.
The program, which will
run from June 20 to July
28, is an opportunity for the
high school juniors to take a
Student Life Skills course
taught by a SPC instructor,
go on field trips, tour college
campuses, explore careers
and earn three college credits for free. The 8th to 10th
graders will be working on
group projects and through
the SEP, all students will also
have the chance to improve
creative and critical thinking
skills, ACT and SAT vocabulary, life and time management techniques, study and
test-taking strategies and interpersonal communication
skills.
The program’s instructors stress time management and organizational
skills. Meeting times are
Monday through Thursday,
from 9-1 p.m. Field trips will
be on Thursdays, which can
See SPC, page 4



BY RAVEN JOY
SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG
—The Nursing Home
Ministry at Mt. Zion
Progressive Missionary
Baptist Church put together a wonderful
service for area nursing
homes Sat., March 12.
This annual program, which takes place
on the second Saturday
of March, has been
going strong for some
20 years with Deaconess Mary Wooten, or
Aunt Mary as she is so
affectionately known, as

the director.
Nursing homes from
around the Bay area
were invited out to an afternoon of music, home
cooked food, fellowship
and the Word of God.
The ministry stems
from their Saturday
Morning Women’s Pray
Breakfast where congregation members go
to infirmed members’
homes and cook breakfast and have prayer sessions.
“One of those meetings I said, ‘this is too
good for us to keep in
the kitchen. We need to
take this to other

places,’ and God told me
the nursing home,” said
Wooten.
As a child, people
used to say that she was
born
mature.
She
longed to join in on the
adult conversations, but
in those days it was not
proper.
“Long time ago you
couldn’t get in their conversation,” said Wooten,
who especially liked to
hear the “old folks” tell
stories. “My sisters,
brothers and cousins
would be out playing
and I would be right
there with the old people. It just filled my

heart and I just grew up
like that.”
Wooten also coordinates visits to nursing
homes. Every fourth
Friday of the month is
designated to visiting facility.
The 78 year old confessed
that
some
months she doesn’t feel
like making the effort to
visit the nursing homes,
but once she gets there
and sees the smiles on
the residents’ faces, she
wonders why she hesitated in the first place.
“If you go in there
wishing you didn’t have
See SAINTS, pages 8

Daughters of the King
BY RAVEN JOY
SHONEL
Staff Writer

stood up in front of
packed house to demonstrate their knowledge
of the scriptures and
how God’s love never
fails as it relates to topics
concerning the youth.
All of the presenters are
actively working in their
church ministries, and
were able to give biblical
and practical insight
while
incorporating
scriptures within the allotted time of 12 min-

ST. PETERSBURG –
The Naomi and Titus 2
Covenant
Alliance
(NT2CA)
Ministries
held
their
annual
Daughters of the King
last month at the Word
of
Life
Fellowship
Church where the Senior Pastor Ellis Hodge
tends to his flock.
Five young ladies
from the ages of 11-18 See DAUGHTERS, page 9

Speaker Trinity Adams

ST. PETERSBURG –
Everything jazz was happening on the Deuces this past
Saturday. As the Carter G.
Woodson African Museum
featured works by Cora Marshall entitled “And Still I
Rise” - a solo exhibition collage series that incorporates
archival facsimiles of photographs compiled by W.E.B.
Du Bois called the “American Negro.”— Lakewood
High School’s Jazz Band
provided the soundtrack to
go along with her works.
The band was there raising money for a trip to New
Orleans to compete in the
national high school jazz
competition for a second
time in the last two years.
“It would be great to return to New Orleans,” said
senior Chase Goggins, who
plays the alto and tenor sax.
He went with the jazz band
to the “Big Easy” in his
freshman year. “It’s the birth
place of jazz and we jazzers
would love to experience
that all over again.”
Goggins added that the
band was still about $2,000
short and “we’d really like to
make up what’s left so we
could go again.”
The four other band
members that came out to
play were Jonah Hollander
on bass and vocals, Johnnie
Liles on the trumpet, Malcolm Butler on drums and
Michael Dodge on the baritone sax. The two absent
members were Erik Hempel
who plays the keyboard and
David Deister on the trombone.
“The people coming
through on the trolleys need
to see you, hear you,” said
museum Chair Terri Lipsey
Scott. In less than a minute,
Scott had sweet-talked the
group into moving outside in
See ART, page 5
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Black community celebrates
heroes: 50 years since racist mural
was torn down from City Hall

The Shirley Proctor Puller
Foundation announces new
executive director

ST. PETERSBURG –
This Sun., March 20, the
International
People’s
Democratic Uhuru Movement (InPDUM) will hold
an event to celebrate the
50th anniversary of the
heroic action of Chairman
Omali Yeshitela (then
known as Joe Waller),
who tore down a racist
mural from the St. Petersburg’s City Hall along with
Jody Wall, John Bryant,
Lemuel Green, Tommy
Williams and Crawford
Jones.
The program will be
held at the Uhuru House
and will feature presentations by Yeshitela, Wall,
Bryant and the son of
Green, who were all members of the Student NonViolent
Coordinating
Committee at the time of
the January 29, 1966,
mural incident.
Wall, Bryant and
Green (posthumously)
will be honored for their

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Shirley Proctor
Puller
Foundation
(SPPF) is pleased to introduce their new Executive Director, Jennifer
Hughes, M.Ed.
Hughes is a St. Petersburg native and a graduate of Boca Ciega High
School. She has extensive experience in early
childhood
education,
childcare services and educational programming
with underserved populations.
She has close ties
within the community
and is ver y familiar with
the challenges of the education system in south St.
Petersburg
having
served on the COQEBS
School Readiness Committee and worked as the
project coordinator for
the Family Study Center
at University of South
Florida, St. Petersburg.
Hughes is enthusiastic about helping fulfill
the SPPF’s mission of
“eradicating illiteracy in
south St. Petersburg.”

participation in tearing
down the racist mural.
The wall where the
mural hung, in the stairway leading to the city
council chambers, has
stood empty for 50 years.
The city announced plans
to replace the mural, and
according to the city’s Request for Proposal related
to the mural replacement,
they want the mural to “respect the history of the
events surrounding the
tearing down of the original mural and will celebrate a city of opportunity
for all, and the advances of
civil rights and inclusivity
in the city today.”
The Uhuru Movement
will make it possible for
the black community of
St. Pete to choose what
goes on that wall. Akilé
Anai, international membership
coordinator,
stated that: “the black
community will decide
what will go up and to who

the city will send the
$10,000 they are offering
for the cover up.”
According to Yeshitela,
founder and leader of the
Uhuru Movement, “This
is a cover up of the reality
faced by African people in
St. Pete today. The African
community has the right
to decide what should go
on that wall and to control
the narrative of our people’s struggle for freedom.
The city continues to turn
a deaf ear to the voice and
demands of our community and refuses to allow
us to even control the art
that records the history of
our own struggle.”
The event is free and
open to the public. It will
take place at 1245 18th
Ave. S, St. Petersburg, and
begins at 4 p.m. For more
information or any information on the whereabouts of Williams and
Jones, please call (727)
821-6620.

They will offer a 2016
summer camp featuring a
Science, Math, Arts,
Reading and Technology
(STEM)
curriculum
proven to increase learning gains and reduce
learning loss during the
summer.
The SPPF is also
happy to announce an exciting new STEM program for fifth grade boys
and
girls
recently
launched March 2 and
hosted at the University
Preparatory
Academy
(UPA) by Computer Mentors, Inc. The KidsCode
Program is designed to
introduce kids to concepts of programming
that includes learning to
assemble logic blocks to
create stories, animations
and programs for games,
calculators or anything
else the kids can imagine.
They will be introduced to teaching tools
from Code Combat,
Blockly and Lego Mindstorms to code and play
with robots as part of the

learning experience. This
program will continue
several times a week for
the remainder of the
school year and will expose students to computer science concepts
that can be built upon in
their summer camp or in
any way they want to pursue more learning in the
technology field.
The Computer Mentors initiative at UPA St.
Petersburg was made
possible by a grant from
Verizon.
The SPPF is a 501c3
based in south St. Petersburg. For more information, please visit the
Shirley Proctor Puller
Foundation website at
SPPFoundation.com.

POC accepting applications for
the Youth Development Program
ST. PETERSBURG —
Pinellas
Opportunity
Council (POC) Inc.
proudly presents its countywide 2016 Youth Development Program (YDP).
This program provides
youth an opportunity to
participate in summer
pre-employment training
and skills development
for six weeks.
Students presently enrolled in grades 9-12, between the ages of 14 – 17
and have at least a 2.5
GPA, will gain employability skills, valuable work
experience and career exploration. Income eligibility requirements apply.
The program emphasizes
quality jobs and quality
students. Students will
also participate in a field
trip to explore business
and training opportunities.

The YDP will begin
June 13 and end July 22
with a recognition ceremony to be held on July
25. Applications are currently
available
at
www.poc-inc.org, or can
be obtained from POC
service office staff at the
Enoch Davis Center, 1111
18th Ave. S, St. Petersburg; the Tarpon Springs
Center, 301 S. Disston Avenue, Tarpon Springs;
and the POC administration office, 501 1st Ave.
N., Suite 517, St. Petersburg.
All applications must
be completed and submitted by April 29. Students
will receive a monetary
incentive of $600 for the
successful completion of
the program.
POC will collaborate
with the business community to provide part-

time employment opportunities for the youth,
with no cost to the employers. We are seeking
business and community
partners to provide parttime employment opportunities for students
participating in the program.
Please
contact
Frances Cato at (727 -8234101
ext.
115
or
fcato@poc-inc.org if you
are interested in providing a job placement for a
student or have any other
questions in reference to
the YDP.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Blast from the past
Do you recognize any of these people in the photographs? If so, please give us a
call at 727-896-2922.

Deacon Huie Lee Bryd, Sr.
goes home
ST. PETERSBURG —
Deacon Huie Lee Byrd,
Sr., a life member of
Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church and a 95year-old World War II era
veteran, departed his life
at Bay Pines Veterans
Hospital March 12. He received the Asiatic Pacific
Service Medal, World
War II Victory Medal and
a Philippines Liberation
Good Conduct Ribbon
during his enlistment in
the military.
Byrd was born September 1, 1920, in Vidalia,
Ga., to the late Andrew
Jackson Byrd and Shellie
Byrd.
He joined the
United States Army in
1942, achieving the rank
of corporal then was honorably discharged 1945.
He attended Bethune
Cookman College in Daytona Beach and moved to
St. Petersburg in 1956 to
advance his career in the
construction trades. For
61 years he was married
to Jadie Byrd who preceded him in death in

2008, and daughter
Veronica Byrd passed
away September 30,
2015.
Survivors include
three daughters, Betty
Byrd Walker and husband Jim Walker, Trenia
Byrd Cox, Loretta Byrd
Davis and husband
Charles Davis; one son,
Huie Byrd, Jr. and wife
Donnesse Byrd and his
sister Inez Calhoun.
Seven
grandchildren
and one great grandchild along with a host of
extended family members and friends are left
to mourn his passing.
During his life, Deacon Byrd was devoted to
his family and church as a
former president of the
Usher Board, a senior
deacon and dedicated life
member along with his
late wife. He was a Free
& Accepted Mason and a
member of the St. Petersburg NAACP.
The wake will be held
March 18 from 6:30 to
7:30 p.m. at Friendship

Missionary
Baptist
Church, 3300 31st St. S,
St. Petersburg. Senior
Pastor Dr. John A. Evan
will officiate over the 2
p.m. services also held at
Friendship. A burial at
Royal Palm South Cemetery will follow the service and a repast will also
be held at Friendship.
Funeral services are
entrusted are entrusted
to Lawson Funeral Home
and Cremation Services.

Edible Peace Patch Project hires
executive director
ST. PETERSBURG –
The Edible Peace Patch
Project, now in its sixth
year, has hired Sherry
Howard as its new executive director.
Born and raised in St.
Petersburg,
Howard
graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in Business
Administration
from
Clark University and has
a Master of Business Administration from Florida
Metropolitan.
Her vast experience
with youth and family organizations include positions with Head Start and
the Pinellas County
School Board. At the
school board she worked
as a Family and Community Liaison and Coordinator, helping increase
community and family involvement with area
schools. She also headed
various other events and
activities, including the
Great American Teach In
and P2ACC Parent Academy for south Pinellas
County.
Howard also worked
for several years in bank-
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ing as a senior mortgage
officer and finance office
manager. Her community involvement includes volunteering and
mentoring for a variety of
non-profit organizations
in St. Petersburg.
Board Chair Linda
Marcelli said, “Sherry
brings incredible experience, energy and dedication to our mission along
with a great caring heart
and dedication to children and families in
need. Sherry is a great
leader/manager and will
take EPPP to the next
level on behalf of the communities we serve. We
are thrilled to have her
join us and look forward
to working with her as we
continue to provide vital
services to families and
children.”
The Peace Patch team
also includes Garden
Manager Ray Wunderlich
and Kelli Harper, education director.
The Peace Patch has
just launched its 2016
spring schoolyard garden
program and continues

its innovative and successful work with the
schoolchildren and youth
on the Southside of St. Petersburg.
About the Edible
Peace Patch Project:
The Edible Peace
Patch Project is a 501c3
non-profit organization in
Tampa Bay. Our mission
is to cultivate healthy
minds
and
bodies
through hands-on educational gardens in order to
grow successful lives and
communities. Our vision
is to eliminate poverty
through better education
and improved nutrition in
disadvantaged communities.
For more information,
please visit www.peacepatch.org
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Martina Sykes: Using her talent and
blessings to bless the less fortunate
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Martina Sykes’ most enduring quality is not that
she is a national performing artist of critical acclaim,
but that she has always
been an altruistic, community minded person. Within
minutes of talking to her,
this becomes very obvious.
It should come as no
surprise that early in her
professional career as a
singer, actress and dancer
that she is embarking on a
mission to help the most
desperate citizens in her
home community by starting the heART Mission
with the help of other likeminded artists in New York
City and around the country.
The heART Mission is a

community service-based
organization designed by
artists of the Broadway
community to give back to
the community through
acts of service. These services include, but are not limited to, clothing drives, food
drives, preparing and feeding the homeless or family
and youth in crisis, mentor-

ship programs that provided master classes and
performing.
Over the next few
weeks, Martina will be sharing stories about some of
the people that she has met
and will begin to help starting with the kickoff drive in
St. Petersburg on March
24.

Duke Energy gives Mt. Zion
Human Services a grant
ST. PETERSBURG —
Duke Energy recently presented Mt. Zion Human
Services, 945 20th St. S,
with a Community Leadership Grant of $1,000 to be
used to assist high school
students in the community. This grant will help
them fund outings such as
the one last month when
the Mt. Zion College Prep
101 program took students on a trip to the
Florida Invitational Step
Show at the University of
Florida.
During the trip the students were able to speak
with academic advisors,
got an up-close view of a

L-R Pearle Ford, Terrell Riley, Monique West,
Kathie Lewis, Trudy Riley and Jessica Crumb.
step show, learned about
Greek life on campus and
received a tour of the
grounds. The students
also received assistance
with SAT & ACT testing

techniques, preparation
on their college resumes
and actively researched
and determined what
major would best fit them
best.

Sign up now
From SPC, page 1

include cultural destinations such as museums
and college tours.
Eleventh graders must
have an unweighted GPA
of 2.5 or higher, Wright explained, and need to take
the Postsecondary Education
Readiness
Test
(PERT). The aim of the
PERT is to assess academic skills and determine

college readiness and
course placement. All applicants must interview for a
spot on the summer program.
The SEP is beneficial
for the students, Wright
stressed, because when
they go through the program they are better prepared for the rigorous
academics of high school

and college.
The deadline to apply
is May 11. For more information on the 2016 Cecil B.
Keene Summer Enrichment
Program,
visit
www.spcollege.edu/cbk/ o
r call (727) 341-4376.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
2nd Saturday ArtWalk came alive with jazz on the Deuces
From ART, page 1

front of the Woodson. With
everyone chipping in to
grab a piece of equipment,
band members were in
place and ready to play in
less than five minutes.
“Oh yes, that’s much
better,” said Scott. As soon
as she walked away, the first
trolley pulled up in the parking lot directly across from
the museum. Not only were
people getting off the ArtWalk trolley to see the
young jazz musicians play,
but people were also
streaming in from Gallerie
909.
By the end of the session, donations reached approximately $250, but the
band still needed another
$1,750 to lock down the trip
to compete in New Orleans.
Fast forward to early Tuesday morning, news sur-

faced that City Councilmember Steve Kornell donated
the remaining balance of the
money to ensure the Lakewood Spartan Jazz Band
would be competing in the
Crescent City Music Festival in New Orleans.
“They have jazz, choirs,
ensembles, all kinds of
music there,” said Michael
Kernodle, Lakewood High
School’s band director.
The band left the Bay
area today at 5 a.m. and will
return 9 p.m. Monday night.
Their competition assessment will take place from 89 a.m. Saturday morning,
and the awards ceremony
will be that evening on the
Steamboat Natchez.
Once the band returns,
they will have a few days of
rest during Spring Break
and then the following week

they set out for the Florida
Band Masters state competition at Mariner High
School in Cape Coral.
Kernodle expressed his
and the band’s gratitude for
the overall support the band
received from the community to help them achieve an
unforgettable milestone.
The Art of Jazz
Just across the street
from the Woodson was
graphic artist Arthur Dillard, who is the featured
artist this month at Gallerie
909. His exhibition entitled
“The Art of Jazz” is a series
of monochromatic jazz watercolor paintings of such
jazz greats as Duke Ellington, John Coltrane, Rays
Charles and Eubie Blake.
“I’ve been painting and
drawing all my life,” stated
Dillard, who added that he

creates his art with the purpose of telling a story.
“Although a lot of my
work is in jazz, the majority
of my work is in heritage,
telling stories of our past,
telling stories of the kids and
their dreams-things of that
nature,” said Dillard who
was named the featured
artist for Black History
Month 2016 by Florida Governor Rick Scott and First
Lady Ann Scott.
Dillard works out of his
Bradenton studio, which is
also his native home. One of
his mixed media pieces featured an original Duke
Ellington album dated 1948.
Just above the vinyl album
was sheet music to “Take
The A Train” with a color
painting of the Duke over
the sheet music. Indeed, a
story emerged about the

mixed media graphic.
“I was in a show in Baltimore and a song playing
was featuring Nancy Wilson, but it wasn’t Nancy’s
song. From this I came up
with the idea of creating
original sheet music that a
famous artist is known for,
like Duke Ellington is
known for the song ‘Take
the A Train.’ Then, I would
create a rendering of the
artist known for the piece,
but not necessarily the original artist as with the ‘ATrain.’ Everybody thinks
Duke wrote ‘Take The ATrain,’ but he didn’t. Billy
Strayhorn did.”
Dillard went on to tell
the story that Strayhorn
wrote the composition
based on a talk with Ellington about how to come to
see him. Ellington told

Strayhorn that the only way
to see him was to take the ATrain to Harlem. While
Strayhorn made that epic
journey on a New York City
subway train to Harlem, he
wrote the iconic song.
So now you know the
story behind “Take The ATrain,” and there are many
more tales that can be told
by Dillard through his exhibition at Gallerie 909, which
is located at 909 22nd St. S.
Drop by and check it out for
yourself. The show ends
March 31.
Marshall’s exhibition
will also be on display at the
Carter G. Woodson African
American Museum through
March 31.
To
reach
Allen
Buchanan,
email
abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
NAACP host parent forum
ST. PETERSBURG —
The NAACP has a long
and strong history of advocating for the educational
rights of children of color
in this country, and the
same is true for the work
of the St. Petersburg
branch.
For much of that time it
has been an uphill struggle
for us to get quality educational resources put in the
places where they are
most urgently needed.
This factor was brought to
light by the “Failure Factories” series of articles published by the Tampa Bay
Times in recent months.
In order to obtain more
first-hand narratives from
the population most affected by the allegations
and issues reported in the
Times articles, and others
consequent to them, the
St. Petersburg branch of
the NAACP has organized
a public forum for the parents and students of those
schools to air their partic-

ular experiences.
The Parent Forum is
set to take place March 19
from 11-1 p.m., at Childs
Park YMCA, 691 43rd St.
S, St. Petersburg. The

event will be moderated to
give everyone an opportunity to voice their concerns
and for those concerns to
be heard and recorded for
follow up by the NAACP.

Public invited to celebrate Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority’s Women in
History March 22
ST. PETERSBURG —
Each year March is designated as National Women’s
History Month to ensure the
history of American women
will be recognized and celebrated in communities
throughout the country.
The members of Zeta
Upsilon Omega Chapter of
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,
Inc., in collaboration with Dr.
Carter G. Woodson African
American History Museum,
will commemorate the national initiative with an open
house Tues., March 22 from
6-8 p.m.
Located at 2240 Ninth
Ave. S in St. Petersburg, the
event is free so that the public can learn more about the
extraordinary
women
of Zeta Upsilon Omega
Chapter of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Inc. who are
and were trailblazers and pioneering role models in the
community.

During the celebration,
guests can view the sorority’s 60th Anniversary
Legacy History Book that
chronicles African-American women who cultivated a
rich history of sisterhood
and service. From Zeta Upsilon Omega Chapter of
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,
Inc.’s beginning in 1955, to
its present status as a thriving chapter, members continue to carry out the
sorority’s motto to be
“Supreme in Service to All
Mankind.”
“Zeta Upsilon Omega
Chapter has a long and distinguished history of which
we are very proud. For 60
years, our chapter has provided service to the St. Petersburg community in an
exemplary and noteworthy
manner,” said Cassandra
Williams, chapter president.
“The Dr. Carter G.
Woodson African American

History Museum is delighted to be the host site for
this extraordinary celebration of African-American
women’s history within our
community,” said Terri
Lipsey Scott, chair of the museum’s board.
For more information,
visit http://www.zuochapter.org.
About Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Inc.
Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Incorporated is the
oldest Greek-letter organization established in America
by black women and was
founded on Jan. 15, 1908, at
Howard University. Led by
International
President
Dorothy Buckhanan Wilson,
the organization connects
thousands of college-trained
women who give of themselves to support community service projects and
scholarship programs.

      





“A Personal Touch
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FAMU NEWS
Clinton Campaign takes nothing
for granted in Florida
TALLAHASSEE — A
few days before the
Florida Primary, Chelsea
Clinton was campaigning
hard in Jacksonville. The
next day she was on to
Tallahassee where she
spoke to 300 women at
the Women’s Club before
heading
to
Early’s
Kitchen on the south
side. The African American favorite was packed
with patrons and the famous supporting Hillary
Clinton for President.
Chelsea,
pregnant
with her second child, sat
on a stool talking with
ease about her mother’s
hopes for the nation. She
also discussed the need
to beat back the hate
speech enveloping the
Republican campaign.
“The racism, the sexism, the Islamophobia,
the homophobia, the antiimmigrant rhetoric, the
anti-workers rhetoric … it
is an almost endless list,”
she said. “And then the
policy ideas that flow
from that – to build a wall,
to expel 11 or 12 million
people who are here
working hard for lives of
dignity and opportunity
and promise for themselves and their families,
to keep a list of every
American Muslim.”
Chelsea took her campaign on to Sarasota, St.
Petersburg and Orlando.
Meanwhile the day
before the Super Tuesday
primary election, her father, President Bill Clinton held a rally at Florida
A&M University. Thousands of students from
Rattler Nation turned out
to hear from the former
president. He talked
about his wife’s vision of
“ladders of opportunity
for everyone not walls.”
One plan, he stated, is
to allow student loans to
be paid off over longer periods of time like a mortgage. Another interesting

Music research students have
unique presence at international
conference

Vincent Evans, Chelsea Clinton and famed
civil rights attorney Ben Crump listen to
Cump’s partner attorney Daryl Parks reminisce
about meeting President Clinton When he was
FAMU Student Body President.

President Bill Clinton makes his fourth
appearance at FAMU since 1992. Thousands
of Rattlers welcomed the President who
praised the college of love and charity for its
status as the #1 HBCU for research.
concept would encourage
insurance companies to
lower premiums for good
health habits.
President Clinton was
welcomed like a rock star.
He has a strong relationship with FAMU having

SAN
FERNANDO,
Trinidad and Tobago —
Wiser Elias and Travaris
Strong are research graduate assistants who are
unusual players at the
Southern Academy for
the Performing Arts. The
Florida A & M University
music majors attended
the conference that was
held in San Fernando,
Trinidad’s second largest
city.
The two young men
presented their research
in a forum reserved for
professors and graduate
students.
The professional meeting of the Society for Ethnomusicology
Southeast
Caribbean
Chapter gave the students
the opportunity to demonstrate their potential and
play a role in future music
innovation.
Strong’s research investigates the Sacred
Steel gospel tradition in
Florida, (an instrument
invented in Hawaii) using
digital sound analysis,
and Elias’ explores the intersections of avant-garde
and urban music cultures.
According to Dr. Rebecca Sager of the College of Social Sciences,
Arts, and Humanities and
the Institute for Music Research, who supervises
the students, “Tavaris and
Wisler were doing good
research. I saw the potential for them to take it to a
higher level and share it
with peer researchers.
There were some late
nights, but they did what
it takes. I’m so proud of
them!”

spoken at graduation and
campaigned on campus
twice since 1992. Confirming that the Clintons
take nothing for granted
and that Florida remains
at the top of the must
have victories.

Wiser Elias

Travaris Strong
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Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

ARE YOU HAVING TROUBLE
CONTROLLING THE WAY YOU EAT?

H ELP
727-724-6292 (PAT)
FOOD ADDICTS
IN RECOVERY
ANONYMOUS
CALL FOR

OR VISIT OUR
WEBSITE

www.foodaddicts.org

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

 
    

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com
Law Office Of

RONALD L. NELSON, P.A.
ATTORNEY AT LAW
• Auto Accidents and Injuries
• Divorce and Family Law
• Employment Discrimination
• Wills and Probate

1247 First Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705

727-345-9292 • www.RonNelsonLaw.com
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before
you decide, ask the lawyer to send you free written information about their qualifications and experience.
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The Nursing Home Ministry of Mt. Zion Progressive
From SAINTS, page 1

to do it, someone will
smile and it will have you
hopping and skipping
when you leave,” she
chuckled.
Over the years the ministry has visited so many
homes that Wooten has
lost track. “I need a calculator to add up all the nursing homes we’ve visited
over the years.”
Wooten encourages
everyone to take some
time and visit a nursing
home. Many of the residents have no one who
stops by regularly.
“Visit the nursing
homes,” she implored.
“You don’t even have to
know anybody in there,
and they will be so glad to
see you. Any visit from

anybody is welcoming.”
And if you feel that you
need to bring gifts, there is
no need. Wooten said your
hands could be empty; all
you need is a smile.
She touts that Mt. Zion
Progressive is the only
church in the city that has
residents over as guess in
their house. She feels that
a change of scenery lifts
their spirits; in fact, one
year a gentleman said it
was so warm and inviting
there that he asked if he
could just stay in a corner.
All he required was food
once in a while. Comments such as that warm
the hearts of the ministry.
This year residents
were entertained by the
Snead Sister, Gwen and

Faye, watched the Petals
of Praise Dancers and during a delicious lunch of
chicken or fish, rice and
vegetable, they were serenaded by professional violinist Andrea Starr-Alonzo.
Reverend Diana Hunt,
who made history as the
first woman to be a regular
member of Mt. Zion Progressive’s Board of Reverends and Ministers,
provided the spiritually food.
She remarked that
many people get sleepy
after a big meal, but she
has never had that problem when preaching the
Word of God.
“I don’t think you’re
going to sleep on me. I got
a big mouth. I don’t even
need a microphone. God

gave me the power of my
mouth,” Hunt said.
Wooten thanked Pastor
Louis Murphy, Sr. for
being a community person
and allowing them to have
this luncheon year after
year.
“He really encourages
us to go out from among
these four walls because
this is not where the work
is, it’s a fill up station. You
take what you get in here
and take it out there,” she
finished.
Student reporter Indhira Suero Acosta from the
Neighborhood News Bureau at the University of
South Florida St. Petersburg contributed to the photos.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Youth Worship Service
From DAUGHTERS, page 1

utes.
These young ladies are
a part of the R.O.S.E. team,
which stands for Reflecting
Our Savior’s Example.
Their purpose is to be a
mirror image of Jesus
Christ through service,
acts of love and fellowship.
Some of their past events
include
neighborhood
yard sales, community
cleanup and providing
school supplies for children in need.
But on Sun., Feb. 28,
these daughters of the
King demonstrated that
they are becoming young
ladies of wisdom and students of the Word of God.
All speakers were given
John 14: 15 and 15:10 as
their base scriptures.
The first speaker was
Alexus Burr, daughter of
Belinda Jones and Stanley
Burr. This 17 year old is a
member of the New Congregational Church of God
where she serves as an
usher, youth praise and
worship leader, works on
the church bulletin committee and is an intricate
part of the church and pastor’s anniversary committee.
She spoke personally
on the pressures of fitting
in with the world. In middle school she wanted to
be popular and fit in with
the crowd so she began
fighting. She wanted to be
known as the “girl that was
not afraid.” After getting in
trouble at school and at

home, she realized she
had to make a change and
that being different is a
good thing.
“That fist that was once
closed and ready to fight is
now raised how to my
heavenly father,” Alexus
said. “The world can only
pretend to love me but
since I know that His love
never fails, then I know
that I am loved forever.”
Speaker Olivia Anderson is the daughter of Pastors
Jonathan
and
Kimberly Anderson of Exceeding Grace Christian
Center. At 15 years old, she
sings with the youth praise
team and also manages the
church’s social media outreach.
Being homeschooled,
she is not faced with peer
pressure on a daily basis,
but she is not totally sheltered from the influences
of the world.
“I think the world has
given the model of you
only live once; live today
because you might not
have tomorrow. But that is
not how Jesus wants us to
live. Jesus wants us to do
the things that he says so
that we can have a forever
tomorrow,” said Olivia.
She went on to bemoan
the celebrity culture that
has this world in its
clutches.
“You
have
these
celebrities who aren’t
doing anything that God
says but they look so
good,” she said. “I like

clothes and shoes, and the
world, they are wearing it
well. But they aren’t doing
anything that Jesus says.”
Olivia said she decided
that she was going to follow God’s commandments
because “he gave us the
commandments for a reason; he’s trying to protect
us from Satan.”
Charlott Rhymes is the
daughter of Barbara Gaston and Wilbert Wallace.
The older of the five speakers, she accepted Jesus
Christ as her personal
Lord and Savior at the age
of 17. This 21 year old is a
member of The Holy
Ghost Church of God Purchased With His Blood
and is involved with the
youth department, Sunday
School Ministry and the
media team.
She
showed
how
young people could get
wrapped up into lies and
deceptions and end up following in Satan’s footsteps
instead of God’s.
“Lying is basically an
attitude problem and a bad
attitude is like a flat tire, it
won’t get you anywhere,”
she said.
Charlott said people lie
because they do not love
the truth or love God as
they should. She admonished that the heart needs
to change, which will let
God’s love abide therein.
Citing John 16:13 she
said, “God will lead you
into all truths, and if that
boy is leading you to no

good, you need leave him
alone.”
Kimora Early is the tender age of 13 but she used
the scriptures to get her
point across as if she had
been studying the bible for
decades. The daughter of
Athian and Michelle Early,
she is active in her faith at
Word of Life Fellowship
serving as youth assistant
on the Move-4-Christ
Praise Dance team and ballet instructor to the Heavenly Praisers Pre-K dance
team. She also serves in
the children’s choir ministry.
She had heartfelt counsel for the youth from Galatians 1:10 when she
advised them not to spend
time and energy on pleasing people, but to work to
please God.
“You cannot spend
your time trying to win the
approval of your friends
and still be a servant of
God,” Kimora said.
Citing 1 Thessalonians
2:4-5, she said our purpose
is to please God because
He is the one that examines the motives of our
heart.
“We are to love God not
because of what He can
give us, but because He
loved us first. We should
love Him simply because
He woke us up this morning and provided us with
shoes on our feet, clothes
on our back and food on
our table,” she said.
Trinity Adams is the

daughter of Troy and Nevida Adams. She is an active
member of New Jerusalem
Missionary
Baptist
Church where her father
serves as pastor. She participates with the Youth
Ministry, Youth Choir,
Praise Dance Ministry and
the Mime Ministry.
This high schooler
spoke directly to the youth
about temptation.
“Teens are tempted to
do many things, which
leads to peer pressure. You
have to look at the consequences and say to yourself: ‘Do I really want to do
this or will God be pleased
with me and my actions as
well as my appearance?’”
Trinity said that temptation relies on your own
obedience.
Following
God’s commandments, especially honoring your parents, will help to stave off
temptations.
“I know there are
sometimes when you feel
like your parents are getting on your last nerves,”
she said “or you may feel
they never understand you
or what you go through.
But sometimes you have to
recognize the situation that
they can never understand
what you go through unless you tell them and express to them how you
feel,” said Trinity.
The parents of these
five young women should
be proud of the jobs they
have done in rearing their
children, who demon-

strated wisdom far beyond
their years that Sunday afternoon.
These girls are also
products of the NT2CA
R.O.S.E. team, which is the
brainchild of the First Lady
of World of Life Fellowship, Teralyn Hodge.
She formed the group
to bring girls together in a
safe a nurturing environment. During their quarterly
meetings,
the
R.O.S.E. team gathers together to activate their
faith by focusing on engaging activities that incorporate modestly, manners
and moral.
“After teaching in the
school system for more
than 30 years and experiencing things that you
might not want to see, hear
or know, it is so refreshing
and I feel so blessed to
hear these babies in the
house of the Lord speaking kingdom language,”
said Hodge.
She praised the youths
for doing a beauty job of
making God’s Word their
own.
“Sometime
the
teenagers and young people hear form their parents
so much they become deaf
as to what they are saying.
But when you begin to
hear from your peers,
something on the inside
has to change,” stated
Hodge, who said she prays
that this is only the beginning of something greater
for each of the girls.

Alexus Burr

Olivia Anderson

Charlott Rhynes

Kimora Early

First Lady Teralyn Hodge

Your Local Wholesale Produce Company
Delivering wholesale produce exclusively to restaurants, schools,
bars, churches and special functions in your area.
Try us out for two weeks and receive a FREE case of tomatoes!

Call Matt Freeman at (727) 422-0421
or Jason Cheatham at (813) 504-7717
www.ProducePatchTampa.com
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.
Come Worship With the First Baptist Family







  



 




  

  

 




  



 
 

    
  
   
  
    






Queen Street Church of God in Christ

 

  





 



 

  













Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.


 

 




 
  




 

 

      
  
  





 



 





Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




  

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Victory Christian Center Church







Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356


 


  
  
 
  
  
 
   

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

 





BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567



SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.





 
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
   
10:30 a.m.
  


Contact: 727-896-2922
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SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
 

 
 
 




Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015



YOUR Church Ad
Should Be HERE!
Contact:
727-896-2922

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.





Without Walls International Church
Senior Pastor, Randy White
Sundays at 9:00am and 11:00am
Thursdays and 7:00pm
4414 N. Grady Ave Tampa, FL 33614
www.withoutwalls.org 813-879-HOPE

CHURCH NEWS
Friendship MBC
INVITATION SUNDAY AT
THE SHIP - The Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, which is often referred to as “THE SHIP”, will hold
their regular Worship Sunday Services at 7:45 am, 10:45 am and Sunday
Church School at 9:30 am. Wednesday in the Word, noon to 1 p.m. (the
best one hour of your day) and Prayer
& Wednesday in the Word along with
Youth Enrichment at 7 p.m. The community is welcomed to join us. You
don’t want to miss any of our Wednesday in the Word studies in God’s
word. Ezra Chapt. 3 and how it relates
in your daily walk. The public is welcome to attend Sunday Services anytime – you will find that all services
place great emphasis on our Savior
Jesus Christ and His loving atonement for all mankind. The Pastor, Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., Official Family and
the entire Church Family extend to
you a cordial invitation to join “THE
SHIP” in fellowship. Continue in
Prayer for the Sick, Shut-in, Children,
Young People, Men/Women in Uniform, and Bereaved Families that
dwell among us. THE SEASON OF
LENT: Started on February 10, 2016,
we will commence our Forty (40)
Days of Fasting. Please secure your
information on the Resource Table.
In addition Pastor Evans is asking
each member and non-member
(who's health permits) to join us in selecting to fast one or two of the following. Sweets, seafood, salt, sugar,
starch, sodas, steaks and social
media. The FAST will conclude on
Resurrection Sun., March 27.
March at a glance
WEST COAST NEWS: SATURDAY, MARCH 19, 2016 AT 10:00
AM – ONE (1) DAY SESSION TO
BE HELD AT SECOND SHILOH
MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH,

REV. MARVIN SCOTT, PASTOR,
2150 WEST AIRPORT BLVD., SANFORD, FLORIDA – GUEST PASTOR – REV. ROBERT A. VINSON,
JR., PASTOR OF FAITH MEMORIAL MISSIONARY BAPTIST
CHURCH, ST. PETERSBURG,
FLORIDA – AND THE PAY TRIBUTE CELEBRATION FOR A JOB
WELL DONE FOR “SIS. CLAUDENIA JONES” OF NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH,
OUR PAST GENERAL SECRETARY OF WEST COAST. IF YOU
NEED TRANSPORTATION, THE
SIGN-UP SHEET IS LOCATED IN
THE ATRIUM.
MARCH 20, 2016 AT 10:45 AM
WORSHIP SERVICE, THE REV.
JERRY D. MANGUM MEMORIAL
LIBRARY DEDICATION AND SEASONED SENIORS RECOGNITION
SUNDAY.
ROAD TO CALVARY SCHEDULE:
PALM SUNDAY - MARCH 20,
2016 AT 6:00 PM - GREATER MT.
ZION AME CHURCH, REV.
CLARENCE A. WILLIAMS, PASTOR
MARCH 21, 2016 AT 7:00 PM –
AT GREATER MT. ZION AME
CHURCH
MARCH 22, 2016 AT 7:00 PM
AT GREATER MT. ZION AME
CHURCH
MARCH 23, 2016 AT 7:00 PM CONSECRATION & ANOINTING
SERVICES – COLOR (PURPLE) AT
1ST BAPTIST INSTITUTIONAL
CHURCH, DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON, PASTOR
MARCH 24, 2016 AT 7:00 PM –
NIGHT IN WHITE – COMMUNION - GREATER MT. ZION AME
CHURCH
MARCH 25, 2016 AT 7:00 PM –

GOOD FRIDAY, WASHING OF
HANDS – COLORS (BLACK &
RED) - FRIENDSHIP MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH, DR. JOHN A.
EVANS, SR., PASTOR.
MARCH 27, 2016 – THE
RESSURECTION
SUNDAY
SCHEDULE:
6:45 AM – SUNRISE WORSHIP
SERVICE – ALL ARE WELCOMED. “COME AND GO WITH
US TO THE TOMB.”
8:30 AM – RESSURECTION
DRAMA PRESENTATION.
10:00 AM – RESSURECTION
SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE.
ALL ARE WELCOMED TO HEAR
THE GOOD NEWS. “HE IS
RISEN.”
IS THERE A WORD FOR ME
THIS WEEK: JESUS SAID FROM
THE CROSS: “FATHER, FORGIVE
THEM, FOR THEY KNOW NOT
WHAT THEY DO.” THE 21STH
CENTURY QUESTION IS: HOW
EASY IS IT FOR YOU TO FORGIVE?
“THE SHIP” won't sail without
YOU! For additional information on
any of the announcements, please
contact us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church 3300 31st Street South St. Petersburg, Florida 33712 Church Office:
(727) 906-8300 - E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “LIVE STREAMING”:
Visit Our Website: www.fmbctheship.net Visit Our FACEBOOK
PAGE Visit West Coast Baptist District Association Website: www.expericencethecoast.com
NEED A RIDE TO CHURCH?
Call our Transportation Ministry –
(727) 906-8300 – MONDAY – FRI.
FROM 9 AM - 3 PM.

Pastor’s Corner

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity of Midtown

I AM Holy!
When I grew up in church,
I thought that holiness was
about the outward appearance.
My concept of being holy had
to do with what you wore
(being completely covered
from head to toe) and did not
wear (make-up, jewelry). My
idea of holiness was limited to
the places that you did go
(church, work, home, restaurants) and did not go (movies
and clubs). According to the
scriptures, holiness is not about
doing; it’s about being (I Peter
1:16).

I learned that the word,
holy, really means different.
God is holy, holy, holy which
means different, different, different. The I AM that I AM is
different to the 3rd power and
we called to be different.
Through personal experiences
and direct encounters with
God, many prophets and
prophetess recognized just
how different God was (Isaiah
6:3).
God has always called his
people to be holy by standing
out and standing up for who

they were (I Peter 2:9). Holiness is being. I AM holy right
here and right now. Holy is not
something that I have to become. I AM already holy because the I AM is a unique
expression of the Divine. Being
who God created me to be is
holy. Living authentically is
holy. The more that I live from
my divine center, the more I
manifest the holiness that I AM.
Reflection Question – Are
you comfortable describing
yourself as holy? Why or why
not?

St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that
there would be an overflowing
of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in a
Christ-centered doctrine that
has as its central core, the belief
that we are a haven of hope,
help, and healing for a lost
world hungry and thirsty for
the word of God. At St. Mark,
we as a body of believers are
Christians willing to work and
partner in unity, praising God
for the awesome gift of His son,
Jesus Christ.

Events for March
Mar 20 - Palm Sunday Men
in Harmony Concert, 4 p.m.
Mar 21-25 - Progressive M
& E Baptist State Convention in
Jacksonville, FL
Mar 27 - Easter Sunday
Sunrise Service-7 a.m.
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday school starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come out
and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30
a.m.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday: 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are invited to come out to study the

Bible with us, and learn “What
Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6:00 p.m. Children
in the community are welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2-4 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday: 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday
evening: 7 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd Wednesday of each month: 7:30 p.m.

McCabe United Methodist Church
McCabe United Methodist
Church invites you to its Community Day, which will be
held 11 a.m.-3 p.m.Saturday,
March 19, at the church, located at 2800 26th Avenue

South in St. Petersburg.
The event will feature free
food, games and giveaways. In
addition, there will be music, a
dance performance, as well as
special appearances by the St.

Petersburg Police Department and the St. Petersburg
Fire Department!
For more information,
call 727-641-4874.
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